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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distincUy claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 4 recites "receiving from the endpoint device. . .to the endpoint device". It is 
unclear how the endpoint device is transmitting to itself 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4 . Claims 1- 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
6,012,088 to Li et al. 

As concerns claim 1, a method for configuring an endpoint device to a computer network, 
comprising the steps of: monitoring a dynamic allocation of a first unique network address to 
the endpoint device (column 3^ line 28, column 6 y lines 50-56) when the endpoint device is 
connected to the computer network (figure 1); establishing, in response to said monitoring, a 
connection between a configuration manager and the endpomt device (column 3, line 32-37); 
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identifying, through said established connection, a class of the endpoint device connected to the 
network (inherent for address to have a class); retrieving configuration information from a 
configuration database (column 10^ line 9) for the identified class of the endpoint device, and 
configuring the endpoint device to the computer network using the retrieved configuration 
information 54-55). 

As concerns claim 2, the method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of: 
assigning to the endpoint device a second unique network address (inherent for dynamic 
addressing to assign a device a second address for a point in time) that is selected from a block 
of predetermined network addresses for the identified class of the endpoint device, to replace 
the first unique network address. 

As concerns claim 3, the method according to claim 2, wherein the first unique network 
address is a first IP address allocated by a DHCP (Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol) server 
(coluA Syline 28) and the second unique network address is a second IP address assigned by 
the configuration manager (|^^i^i^|^^!|^^^ii^ipinistrator assigns address when initially 

As best understand concerning claim 4, the method according to claim 1, providing the 
first unique network address to the endpoint device in response to said request signal (fc^lifnin 3, 
lines 33-35, configuration includes a network address; column 9 ? line 54). 

As concerns claim 5, the method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
transmitting a polling signal to the endpoint device when the endpoint device is connected to the 
network (||lurm 3, lines 23-33; during automatic configuration process a pq||in^||^n|yt. may ;'bd 
used); receiving from the endpoint device a reply signal in response to the transmitted polling 
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signal (column 9, lines 38-40, line 49, 51); and providing the first unique network address to the 
endpoint device in response to said reply signal 

As concerns claim 6, the method according to claim 1, wherein the endpoint device 
comprises a router (column 7, line 9 3 column 3, line 59) operatively connected to a second 
computer network for effecting a configuration of a plurality of computer networks. 

As concerns claim 7, the method according to claim 1, wherein the endpoint device 
comprises a computer-controlled standalone device (column 6, lines 50-55). 

As concerns claim 8, the method according to claim 2, wherein said assigning further 
comprises removing the first unique address from a listing of active addresses so as to reserve 
the first unique address for future use (inherent for dynamic address configuration). 

As concerns claim 9, the method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
determining, prior to said establishing, whether communication between the computer network 
and the endpoint device can be established (|ler determines by having the correct hardware and 
communication connection); and if communication cannot be established, assigning to the 
endpoint device a second unique network address selected from a block of predetermined 
network addresses that are each reserved for an unknown device, to replace the first unique 
network address that had been allocated to the endpoint device (inherent for aidress 
configuration to assign a second address to replace a first address). 

As concerns claim 10, the method according to claim 2, wherein the first unique network 
address is allocated to the endpoint device for a lease period, and further comprising the step of: 
modifying, with said assigning of the second unique network address to replace the first unique 
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network address, the lease period of the endpoint device connected to the computer network 
(inherent for dynamic address configuration). 

As concerns claim 1 1, the method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
determining whether adding of the endpoint device to the computer network exceeds a 
predetermined threshold number of endpoint devices to be connected to the network (iser 
determines how they want to design their network and may already have a device performing a 
particular service); and if the predetermined threshold number is exceeded, restricting the 
endpoint device to be added as a router operatively connected to a different computer network 
(column 3, lines 38-44, device may be used as a router since other services are already 
established). 

As concerns claim 12, a server computer for configuring an endpoint device for 
connection to a computer network, said server computer comprising: a network interface 
(inherent for a server to have a network interface); a configuration database (column 10, line 9) 
for storing configuration information for at least one class of the endpoint device; means for 
verifying a first unique network address provided via said network interface to an endpoint 
device connected to the computer network and for providing a signal indicative of said 
verifying (lll^ a 
connection manager (ill) operable for establishing, in response to the signal from said 
verifying means, communication between the computer network and the endpoint device; and a 
configuration manager operable for identifying a class of the endpoint device connected to the 
computer network, for retrieving from said configuration database configuration information for 
the identified class of the endpoint device, and for automatically configuring the endpoint 
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device to the computer network using the retrieved configuration information (coi|l^|lme 




As concerns claim 13, the server computer according to claim 12, further comprising: a 
DHCP server (column 8, line 28) for assigning to the endpoint device a unique IP address as the 
first unique address. 

As concerns claim 14, the server computer according to claim 12, wherein said 
configuration manager is operable to assign to the endpoint device a second unique network 
address selected from a network address within a block of predetermined addresses for the 
identified class of the endpoint device, wherein the second network address replaces the first 
network address (inherent for dynamic address configuration). 

As concerns claim 15, the server computer according to claim 12, wherein said verifying 
means comprises a DHCP watchdog (column 24, lines 50-57; also inherent for DHCP to watch, 

As concerns claim 16, a computer readable medium having stored thereon a plurality of 
instructions which, when executed by a processor, cause the processor to perform the steps of: 
monitoring a dynamic allocation of a first unique network address to an endpoint device when 
the endpoint device is connected to a computer network (^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
56); establishing, in response to said monitoring, a connection between a configuration manager 
(configuration server; column 3, line 34) and the endpoint device, identifying, through said 
established connection, a class (Inherent for address to have a class) of the endpoint device 
connected to the network; retrieving configuration information from a configuration database 
(column 10, line 9) for the identified class of the endpoint device; and configuring the endpoint 
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device to the computer network using the retrieved configuration information (column 22, lines 

As concerns claim 17, the computer readable medium according to claim 16, further 
comprising the step of: assigning to the endpoint device a second unique network address that is 
selected from a block of predetermined network addresses for the identified class of the 
endpoint device, to replace the first unique network address (inherent fpr ; dynamic address 
configuration). 

As concerns claim 18, the computer readable medium according to claim 17, wherein the 
first unique network address is a first IP address allocated by a DHCP (Dynamic Host 
Configuration Protocol) server (column 8, line 28) and the second unique network address is a 
second IP address assigned by the configuration manager (column 9 ? line 38-59; administrator 
assigns address from initially assigned range of addresses). 

As concerns claim 19, the computer readable medium according to claim 16, wherein the 
endpoint device comprises a router (column 7, line 9; column 3, line 59) operatively connected 
to a second computer network for effecting a configuration of a plurality of computer networks. 

As concerns claim 20, the computer readable medium according to claim 16, wherein the 
endpoint device comprises a computer-controlled standalone device (column 6, Ikes 50-55). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272-7063. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Wednesday from 5:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on 571-272-3939. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (tolL-free). 
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